[image: image1.jpg]MARGARET RIVER

WINE INDUSTRY

ASSOCIATION INC




2009 MARGARET RIVER WINE REGION FESTIVAL PEOPLES CHOICE POSTER COMPETITION WINNER
Karin Luciano, Margaret River resident and local art gallery owner, is the inaugural winner of the Margaret River Wine Region Festival Peoples Choice Poster Competition for her piece ‘Sonata in the Vineyards’ (JPG image attached)

Karin said, ‘it is thrilling to win the first People’s Choice Poster Competition and assist in marketing the Margaret River Wine Festival locally, nationally and internationally.  What’s important to me is that the award promotes and will be of benefit to the Margaret River wine region; which I love, and it was chosen by people’s choice and public acclaim making it a very, very innovative art competition as far as judging was concerned’.

Artists design themes were very open with entries required to demonstrate the full colour of ‘vine and wine’ with any other of the Margaret River wine region’s essential elements being its People, Lifestyle, Art, Produce, the Natural Environment or the Festival itself.

Patrons at the 2008 Festival were asked to judge the winner from a selection of 7 finalists shown at the Vintage Festival Art Display.
Leah Clearwater, MRWIA Vice President said,’ all of the people attending the Festival were impressed at the quality of the artwork and this showed in voting with little separating the top three entries.  Karin’s piece depicts an almost iconic contemporary vineyard scene that all can identify.  Many will also recognise the wedge tail eagle that can often be seen throughout the Margaret River wine region that encompasses many national parks and areas of unspoiled natural environments.’

‘Sonata in the Vineyards’ will be incorporated into marketing and promotional material used for the 2009 Margaret River Wine Region Festival providing an opportunity for the artist to be in the spotlight for that period as well as informing visitors and tourists alike what the ‘image’ is for the forthcoming year.

ENDS – Dated 4th June 2008
For further information contact Nick Power, CEO of the Margaret River Wine Industry Association on 97579330 Karin Luciano, Karin Luciano’s River Crossing Gallery on 97572601.
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